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“All children will enter kindergarten
safe, healthy, and eager

A Great Start for
All Our Children!

Local Collaborative
Receives State Funding

The vision is that all Muskegon
County children will enter kinder-
garten safe, healthy, and eager to
succeed in school and in life. Truly,
what a “Great Start” that would be for
all our children. A newly-formed ven-
ture in the state of Michigan called the
Early Childhood Investment Corpo-
ration (ECIC) is spearheading a state-
wide effort to develop comprehensive
early childhood development systems
in all Michigan communities. Earlier
this year, Muskegon County was
named a “Great Start Collaborative”
community, one of seven counties in
the state to be so designated. This
award was a result of the many part-
nerships and track record of collabora-
tion and results in Muskegon County
on early childhood issues.

A planning grant is being used to
launch the Great Start Collaborative
of Muskegon County. Representa-
tives from education, business,
philanthropy, human services, the
medical field, faith community, and
parents are part of the collaborative
body and will be working earnestly on
data assessment and strategic planning
through the first year.

to succeed in school and in life.”

Collaborative of

Muskegon County

Muskegon Great Start

Collaborative Gathers
Working for the Good of the
Community

The Great Start Collaborative of
Muskegon County held its first
meeting on May 23, 2006, at the Mus-
kegon Area Intermediate School
District (MAISD) offices. Members
were welcomed by MAISD Superin-
tendent Dr. Susan Meston. Thirty-
four county agencies and organiza-
tions attended the meeting. Parent
representatives were also present.

On June 28, 2006, the Collaborative
met at the Muskegon Family Care.
Executive Director, Donna Littlejohn
welcomed members.

Luther Dease, the 2006 poster child
for the Miracle Network, is a resi-
dent of Muskegon Heights.

Goal of the Great Start Collaborative: To improve health and well-being in the entire county.




Assessment
Process Begins

The members of the Great Start
Collaborative of Muskegon
County have begun the process of
collecting data reflective of the
services provided children 0-5
and their families.

The study will also include how
well these families are able to ac-
cess the services. Finally, the
Collaborative will look at the
strengths and weaknesses of the
services provided as compared to
the needs revealed through the
assessment of data.

The final task will include the de-
velopment of a long-term strate-
gic plan for improving all ser-
vices for all young children and
their families in Muskegon
County.

The Muskegon County
Great Start Collaborative
Mushegon Area
Intermediate School District

630 Harvey Street
Muskegon, Michigan 49442-4278
Stuart Jones, Chairman
Jane Beaudoin, Coordinator
Phone: 231-767-7285
Fax: 231.767.7275
E-mail: jpeaudoi@muskegonisd.org

National Kids Count
Data Book Released

The 17th annual report was
released June 27, 2006, by the
Annie E. Casey Foundation.

Kids Count includes well-being
indicator data for America’s kids.
Progress for children has slowed
and is no longer improving stead-
ily as it did in the 1990s.
Measures of well-being included
in the national Kids Count data
research indicate:

e The percent of low birth-
weight babies continues to rise.

« Infant mortality rate remains
constant. (Michigan is only
43rd in the nation)

« National teen death rate
improves slightly (Michigan’s
best rating).

« Teen birth rate continues to
drop.

« Child poverty rate increases
between 2000 and 2004.

The Great Start Collaborative will
be analyzing this data as it applies
to Michigan and Muskegon
County. This in-depth focus on
the health of the county will result
in a long-term plan for improve-
ment for the county.

DID YOU KNOW?
One in Five Children Live in Poverty
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Early Childhood
Happenings

A number of important resources
are available in the county for chil-
dren aged 0-5; here are just a few
timely announcements:

A Enrollment of eligible three- and
four-year-old children for free
Head Start preschool is ongoing.
Classes fill up fast with a long
waiting list by fall. Call (231)
767-8300 for information.

A Free preschool for eligible four
year-old children through the
Michigan School Readiness
Program (MSRP) is also under-
way. Call you local school dis-
trict for information.

A Children in need of health or den-
tal care? Muskegon County’s two
community health centers,
Hackley Community Care Cen-
ter and Muskegon Family Care,
are open to enroll area
children. The centers are the larg-
est providers of health and dental
care in the county to Medicaid-
eligible children.

Preschooler Maegen Myers is
proud of her artwork.

This newsletter was developed under a grant awarded by the Michigan Early Childhood Investment Corporation.




