
 

 

• Two federally-qualified 
health centers provide 
health and dental care to 
thousands of area chil-
dren, representing a criti-
cal investment in early 
childhood development. 

• Nearly 1,600 three– and 
four-year olds receive free 
preschool by attending 
Great Start Readiness or 
Head Start programs.  
Waiting lists exist for both 
programs, demonstrating 
greater parental demand 
than local supply. 

• Muskegon County’s ever-
expanding Family Resource 
Centers provide neighbor-
hood-based services to 
thousands of families. 

• A variety of local organiza-
tions provide emergency 
housing, teen parenting, 
food assistance, crisis 
intervention, & many other 
supportive services to aid 
families & children at risk 
of hardship. 

• The county’s immunization 
and lead testing rates are 
higher than state averages, 
indicating solid early inter-
vention services. 
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• The vast majority of financial support of young children and families in Muskegon County derive 
from state & federal “entitlement” programs, such as Medicaid, income assistance payments, 
food stamps, housing supports, and others.  Such support equals more than $62 million in annual 
payments to Muskegon County families and service providers. 

• Three percent of the total funds reported to be expended on young children and families derive 
exclusively from local sources (approximately $2.7 million); the remainder originate from state 
and federal resources. 

• Basic needs,  physical health, and early care and education account for 97% of all funds; social-
emotional programs and family support/parenting education receive just 3% of funds.  This differ-
ential in funding is similar to statewide findings.  Gaps in early childhood development services 
clearly exist within Muskegon County for young families. 

• The large number of funding sources result in a variety of conflicting eligibility requirements for 
young parents and a confusing myriad of program and administrative regulations for service pro-
viders which lead to cost duplication and inefficiency. 

Under the guidance of Michigan’s 
Early Childhood Investment Corpo-
ration, the Great Start Collabora-
tive of Muskegon County con-
ducted a study of financial support 
for early childhood development 
activities (from ages birth to five).  
Sources of examined funding in-
cluded local, state, and federal 
dollars. 

The study’s goals included the 
creation of a funding “map” of 
current support and the analysis of 
strengths, gaps, service coordina-
tion, stability & flexibility of such 
funding sources. 

The study identified more than 55 
funding streams within the county 
totaling in excess of $90 million 
dedicated at least in some manner 
to the early childhood years.  Ser-
vices ranged from support of basic 
needs such as food stamps, Medi-
caid health care insurance, hous-
ing and income assistance for 
young families to early education/
preschool services such as Head 
Start. 

Five focal points essential to the development of young chil-
dren were examined by the study: 

• Family’s Basic Needs, Economic Security, & Childhood 
Safety 

• Physical Health Care 

• Social-Emotional Health 

• Family Support & Parenting Education 

• Early Care & Education 

Funding streams vary extensively in terms of supporting spe-
cific focus areas as illustrated on the chart below. 
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