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The Great Start Collaborative of Muskegon County

February 3, 2009

Minutes

I. Welcome  - Stuart Jones welcomed the Collaborative members and asked them to introduce themselves. 
Present were:  
Nan Andrews, CCof WM

Katie Arnouts, parent

Tony Arnouts, parent

Connie Bonner, Parent
Joyce Bos, Pathways

Kay Butler,Parent Liaison

Pam Cohn, CCof WM

Jane Drake, CCC

Tressa Duncan, Lead Safe Now, MCHP
Laura FitzPatrick, Muskegon Community Health Project

Nancy Hulka, Muskegon Public Schools

Stuart Jones, HeadStart
Portia Kidd, Muskegon Public Schools

Kim Kuharevicz, Muskegon Family Care
Monica Marchell,CCWN
Catherine Obits, Gerber Fnd

Stacey Peets,Parent
Eva Pena, Mercy Hospital

Laurel Sproul, Public Health
Louanne Utzinger, Early On
Patty Vanderwest, Parent

Phyliss Wahlberg, MPS

Doug Wood, Orchard View Schools

Bruce Wright, DHS
Patty Vanderwest,parent
Jane Clingman-Scott, Great Start
Mary Luchies, ECIC


II. New Business
A. Presentation of Final Finance Report
Stuart Jones presented the finalized Finance Report.  He distributed the abstract to the Collaboration which showed that a total of $90 million was dedicated to early childhood services in Muskegon County in one year.  Of this amount 44% was spent on basic needs; 30% on health; 23% on early care and education andamount of money spent on birth to five year olds in entitlement funds was roughly equal to what we pay to for one year of incarceration for Muskegon County state inmates.  Jones released this report to the Muskegon Chronicle and will be following up with that press release this week.

B. Speaker – Impact on Childhood Poverty
Jones reported that Great Start was a sponsor of a presentation by Dr. Janice Hale on “Learning While Black” on January 16th at the MAISD.  About 150 educators and public attended.  He also reported that Great Start is working with a group of area agencies to bring Dr. Donna Beegle to Muskegon in May.  Dr. Beegle is a national speaker on the issues and impact of poverty.  Jones reminded the collaborative that Great Start would welcome opportunities to  support public educational events on the issues of early childhood development especially as they affect children of color as per our agreement with ECIC.

C. Potential Grant Opportunities
Two grant opportunities were discussed.  A federal RFP has been issued for the Foundations for Learning, a program that focuses on the social/emotional needs of birth to 7 year olds that creates a community system of care. Head Start is responding to this RFP but feels it is a long shot given that it was broadcat nationally and is not generously funded.  The second opportunity is fopr Early Head Start slots which will be a part of the federal stimulus program.
III. Work Group Reports Agenda

A. Child Abuse Prevention Plan-Child Abuse Council – Joyce Bos  reported that the team from Muskegon, Ottawa and Allegan Counties are in the planning stages of the Maltreatment Prevention plan.  A focus group of professionals and parents is planned for Monday Feb 9th . 
B. Childhood Injury Prevention Education
Holly Always sent a report on the Safe Kids 2009-2012 plan development.  The comprehensive community plan will focus on 1. Data, Assessment and Evaluation, 2.Funding and Fundraising, 3. Policy, Advocacy, and Public Relations, and 4. Infrastructure.  They will be conducting a Community Needs Assessment of unintentional childhood injury during the Spring of 2009 through which they will identify Demographic and healthcare information on the population to be

served; A profile of the deaths and injuries affecting the target population; An overview of past coalition and other similar community programs,related legislation and resources available to address the injuryproblem in the community; andA summary of the target population’s attitudes and beliefs regardingunintentional childhood injuries and injury prevention.  of service providers, fire and police representatives, and emergency health professionals for this project and Great Start has offered to organize a parents’ focus group.

C. Lead Paint Abatement
Tressa Duncan reported a number of trainings throughout the county for parents, contractors, and the public.  She also announced that she will be leaving her position at the end of February in order to pursue her education.  Her position will be filled by the Health Project.
D. Childhood Obesity 
Laura Fitzpatrick reported the Childhood Obesity Task Force is reconvening this month and pursuing tow goals; the support of ongoing programs and creating a broader public platform for the public discussion of the prevention of obesity.
Jane Clingman-Scott reported that a four county collaboration is being formed to collect data and preparing to offer a regional response to this issue.
E.   Social Emotional Screening Process - Community Mental Health
Clingman-Scott reported that this committee is in the process of settling the logistical issues of delivering the Ages and Stages SE screen for infants and toddlers within our health centers.  She also reported that a data base is being created to collect this information.
G.  Family Resource Centers -Department of Human Services 
Bruce Wright reported that the last two districts will have Family Resource Centers in place within the next two weeks.  VISITOR reported that Muskegon County is considerably ahead of the rest of the State in the development of FRCs.
I. Promotion of Preschool -MSRP – Head Start Muskegon/Ottawa Counties 
March is slated for Pre-school recruitment ; the Great Start message will focus on the value of preschool.
J. Promotion of Literacy – 
Whitehall Community Schools will be piloting a in-home early literacy program this summer.  The results of this program will have an impact on other programs in planning stage
K. Organize a Parent Coalition
Kay Butler reported on the ECIC Parent Liaison training this month.  She has organized a Parent Coalition meeting for later this month to discuss putting some of the training ideas into action.
IV. Communications Plan Follow Up
A. Clingman-Scott displayed the most recent post-cards and newsletters; this month the theme was proper nutrition and exercise to prevent obesity; next month will be the value of pre-school.  She asked the collaboration for ideas for drop-off spots for these materials.  The collaboration was asked for ideas for future postcard messages.
B. Clingman-reported that the public awareness work among business and public officials is proceeding with speaking engagements and publications.  The theme of this campaign is “the cost of doing nothing”.
C. Clingman-Scott reported that she is purchasing some 60 second videos on parenting, child development and literacy and plans to place them in public spots like doctor’s waiting rooms for viewing by parents.  She asked for suggestions on placement.
V. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

Jane Clingman-Scott

Great Start Coordinator
