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The Great Start Collaborative of Muskegon County

April 17, 2009

Minutes

I. Welcome  - Jane Clingman-Scott welcomed the Collaborative members.

 Present were:  
Connie Bonner, Parent
Joyce Bos, Pathways

Brandi Buth, for Parent Liaison

Letizia Charelston, MHPS

Sherry Fairfield-Tagle, Muskegon Community College

Laura FitzPatrick, Muskegon Community Health Project
Jane Holter, Orchard View Schools

Tarha Kline,Muskegon Heights Public Schools
Monica Marchell,CCWN
Catherine Obits, Gerber Fnd

Margaret O”Toole, ARC

Eva Pena, Mercy Hospital

Laurel Sproul, Public Health
Louanne Utzinger, Early On
Patty Vanderwest, Parent

Dr. Mark Ventocilla, guest

Jane Clingman-Scott, Great Start
Mary Luchies, ECIC


II. New Business
A. Presentation of State Funding for Early Childhood Development
Jane Clingman-Scott reported that the funding for Great Parents.Great Start and 0-3 Secondary Prevention Services which had been cut from the State 2010 budget have been restored but not through the same funding streams.  A Great Start Strategic Fund has been created within the State Treasury with the intention that all funding for early childhood initiative would stream through this fund.  The advantages of this would be that the centralization of early childhood development initiatives would create an greater impact within State government and protect resources.  Initiatives supported by this fund would be coordinated, experienced-based, and would support the local Great Start strategies.  Clingman-Scott reported that there will be an addition 70 MSRP slots for preschools funded through the state
Clingman-Scott also reported that Federal funds from the Stimulus package would have an impact on Head Start.  We will immediately receive a $600,000 grant for COLA expansion that can be used for staff development (either increased wages or training).  Muskegon will also be eligible for expansion grants and Early head Start based on national competitions.
B. State Initiatives
Social Emotional Benchmarks – Clingman-Scott reported that the ECIC has published benchmarks for Social Emotion screening that called for 10% of Medicaid beneficiaries and 1% of non-medicaid beneficiaries to be screened in 2010 among other benchmarks (attached).  The Muskegon Great Start Social Emotional work group is initiating a data collecting project and will be screening 400-500 infants and children from May to July this summer.  This will give us some much needed data about the scope and placement of services needed in Muskegon.

Child Care and Early Education Benchmarks – The ECIC has been working on creating a Quality Rating and Improvement System for child care providers for two years but has had to shelve these plan because of the extraordinary expense.  They are promoting increased training of child care providers who are relatives/in-home care providers who represent 64% of child care subsidy payees.   Pathways ,MI is proposing a coaching and mentoring program to address these benchmarks to the Michigan Children’s Trust .

Project Launch – ECIC invited Phase I Great Start Collaboratives to apply to be a local site for Project Launch, a SAMHSA initiative to promote the wellness of young children across all developmental domains.  The initiative would be operated as a network of key child-serving systems and use evidence-based practices.  The funding awards are up to $850,000 annually for five years.  Great Start Muskegon will be submitted an application.

Star Power – Star Power is May 21 in Lansing and our Parent Coalition is organizing a contingent from Muskegon to go and speak to our legislators about the importance of early childhood development.  Clingman-Scott asked anyone who was interested in attending to contact either herself or Kay Butler.

Potential Grant Opportunities
Two grant opportunities were discussed.  A federal RFP has been issued for the Foundations for Learning, a program that focuses on the social/emotional needs of birth to 7 year olds that creates a community system of care. Head Start is responding to this RFP but feels it is a long shot given that it was broadcat nationally and is not generously funded.  The second opportunity is fopr Early Head Start slots which will be a part of the federal stimulus program.
III. Work Group Reports Agenda

Before the Work Group reports Clingman-Scott introduced a guest, Dr. Mark Ventcilla, an optometrist with Lakeshore Eyecare.  Dr. Ventocilla is a pediatric specialist and is passionate about early eye examinations for infants.  He advised the GSC that infants can benefit from full eye examinations beginning at 6 months and should definitely be examined by their first birthday.  He related a number of instances in his own practice that children had lost significant vision that could have been prevented or reversed with early examinations.  He reported on research that shows that this is especially true of Hispanic children due to an unusually high level of astigmatism.  Dr. Ventocilla is opening a clinic for Medicaid eligible children in May, California Eyeware at 427 Seminole Road, suite 104 – 733-1224.
A. Child Abuse Prevention Plan-Child Abuse Council – Joyce Bos  reported that the team from Muskegon, Ottawa and Allegan Counties are on track in the planning of the Maltreatment Prevention plan.  They are conducting focus groups within the community at this time.
B. Childhood Injury Prevention Education
Jane Clingman-Scott reported for Holly Always.  The work  on the Safe Kids 2009-2012 plan development has been delayed a bit because of the need for an emergency response to a tragic house fire that killed three children.  Safe Kids worked with Fruitport Head Start where one of the children attended to present a safety unit for children and parents.  An idea that emerged from this work was that in-home visitors from our early childhood network be trained to do a safety assessment of the homes of children.  Monica Marchell reported that that is a part of their protocol but other observed that the practice may be too intrusive and burdensome for the nature of their visitation.  It was agreed that it was worth pursuing and a training on inspecting for safety may be valuable.  Clingman-Scott offered to follow up.
C. Lead Paint Abatement
A new Lead Base Paint coordinator has been hired by the Health Project, Julie Summerville.  She is continuing all aspects of this program.

D. Childhood Obesity 
Laura Fitzpatrick reported that the Childhood Obesity Task Force is pursuing an effort to collect BMI data through school screenings in partnership with Public Health of Muskegon vision and hearing screens.  Since staff from Public Health is too stretched to conduct BMI screens, the Medical Volunteer team will be asked to participate.

E.   Social Emotional Screening Process - Community Mental Health
Clingman-Scott reported that screenings will be conducted from May to July this summer on a targeted group of infants and toddlers. The Ages and Stages:SE will be used.  Data should be ready for analysis by late summer.
F.  Family Resource Centers -Department of Human Services 
No report
G. Promotion of Preschool -MSRP – Head Start Muskegon/Ottawa Counties 
Covered in New Business.
H. Promotion of Literacy – 
No Report
I. Organize a Parent Coalition
Brandi Buth and Joyce Bos reported progress with Parents Coalition.  They are expanding their membership continually.  They had a planning meeting in March with good turnout and will meet again May 6.  They are planning for the Star Power Event and hope to get a good number of parents to Lansing for that day.  
There were some questions about the status of Clingman-Scott said she would research the issues and report back.

J. Touchpoint


Letezia Charleston reported that Muskegon was selected as a site for Touchpoints training by Havard Medical.  The training will be done in August at the ISD training center by the Harvard staff.  Touchpoint had been initiated in Muskegon a number of years ago and is now being reinstituted. 
IV. Communications Plan Follow Up
Members were encouraged to attend the Donna Beegle presentation “Breaking Barriers: Concrete Tools for Working with People in Poverty” on Friday, April 24.  Great Start is one of the community sponsors of this event
V. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

Jane Clingman-Scott

Great Start Coordinator
