Muskegon Area I ntermediate School District
Standards Based Thematic Unit
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Unit Title: Geographic and Human Influences on Muskegon County Content Area(s): Social Studies

Grade Level: 4™ through 6™ grade Duration; 9-10 weeks
Developed By:  Susan Husiak E-Mall: shusiak@remc4.k12.mi.us
School District: ~ Whitehall District Schools School Year: 1999/2000

Unit Summary Description:
Studentswill learn the Five Themes of Geography by studying M uskegon County, and how geogr aphy and humansinfluencea place.

Thematic Statement:
Knowing the location and resour ces (natural and human) of aregion creates an under standing of theregion.

Focus Questions:

1. How does geogr aphy influence humans?

2.What impact have human choices had on the environment?
3. What determines whether a choiceisnegative or positive?

Performance Demonstration:

Asateam of freelancereporters, studentswill demonstratean under standing of how natural resour cesdefinean ar ea by creatinga
presentation of aplaceof their choice. Asreportersstudentswill createaHyper Studiocomputer presentation with pictur esand captionsto
be published in the National Geographic Magazine or create avideo presentation to be shown on the television show NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC EXPLORER. Inorder tobepublished or toair their video studentsmust present their placearticleor videotothe
National Geographic Society editorsfor review.



Section ||

Benchmarks Assessment Teacher Reflection
Major Unit Activities Addressed
Day 1
To introduce the unit and determine background knowledge have each
student draw a picture of the geography of their town or city on ablank | SOC.11.4.LE.1

sheet of paper.

Next, show avideo on the five themes of geography (the intermediate
school districts have a copy of thisvideo). Then have small groups of
students discuss and list the characteristics of each theme. Cometogether
asawhole group and discuss what each group had written down. List these
on the board or an overhead (A copy of thefivethemesisin Appendix A)

Then ask studentsto look at their own pictures to see how many of the
themes of geography they had shown in their pictures.

At theend of each day havestudentswritein areflection journal asa
way for them to process what they lear ned.

SOC.II.4LE.1& MS.1

ELA.3.LE.1& MS1

ELA.7.LE.3& MS.3

Day 2

Give small groups of students a placemat size copy of the M uskegon
history poster and ask them to find examples of each of thefivethemesof
geography. (A copy of the poster isin Appendix B) Asawholeclasslist
their findings on the board or an overhead.

Some students may need to look at the original poster, because the
placemat size copies may be to small for them to focus properly. Every
classroom in Muskegon County will be getting afull size copy of the
poster, and you may need to use your poster and borrow from other
teachers to accommodate these students.

Have students write in their reflection journal s.

ELA.3.LE.1& MS.1

SOC.II.4LE.2& MS.2

ELA.7.LE.3& MS3

Day 3& Day 4

Begin by having student groups use the placemat poster s to look for
examples of focus questions one and two. Thiswill help to teach the
concepts of place (the human and physical characteristics of an area) and
human-environment interaction.
FOCUS QUESTIONS:

1. How does geography influence humans?

2. What impact have human choices had on the environment?

Then in their groups have students discuss and decide if the exampl e

SOC.II.1.LE.3 & MS.3

SOC.Il.2LE.4 & MS.4




was a positive and negative choice. Collect each group’slist after you
discuss them. You will be using themagain later.
Have students write in their reflection journals

ELA.7.LE.3& MS3

Day 5
Discuss focus question 3:

What determines whether a choice is negative or positive?

Then create with the students a responsi bl e decision/choices matrix or
use the onein Appendix C.

Pass back the original list the students made of the positive and negative
human choices depicted on theposter . Groups should now use the matrix
to rethink their decisions.

ELA.7.LE.3& MS.3

As an assessment
tool students must
now justify their
decisions. Thiswill
show how well they
understand the
concept of
responsible
decisions/choices
and if reteaching is
needed.

Day 6

Each themewill now beintroduced separately to make surethat
students have a deep knowledge of the themes.

At thispoint introduce the performance demonstration. Tell
studentsthat what you will belearning will lead up to this
demonstration. They should begin thinking about an area that they
would liketo resear ch. You may want studentsto decide now the area that
they will researching and then after each theme give students time to ook
up that information for their performance demonstration.

Ask studentstocreateamind map of thefivethemes of geography for
your town. Thereisatemplate for thisin Appendix D. Aseach themeis
introduced have studentsfill in the mind map for their city.

First introducelocation — absolute and relative

Review or introducer elative location (Where aplaceislocatedin
relationship to another place. Example Muskegon isnorth of Grand Haven
and south of Whitehall) by having students tell their relative location in
your classroom.

A fun way to do thisisto have a student guide another student, who is
blindfolded, around the room using only the cardinal (N,S,E,W) and
ordinal (NE, NW, SE, SW) directionsand t he number of stepsthat should
be taken. When the student getsto the location he/she should tell where
they are in the room, by giving the relative location.




Have students add relative location of your city to their mind map.
Students should write in their reflection journal.
Day 7& 8
Next, introduceabsolutelocation by reviewing (or introducing) longitude
and latitude. It isbest to introduce each separately. | tell students that
latitude on amap looksliketherungsof aladder. L et students practiceby
finding the latitude of several cities.

Now review the major lines of latitude (Equator, Tropic of Cancer,
Tropic of Capricorn, Arctic Circle, and the Antarctic Circle. Explainthat
these create temperature or climate zoneson Earth. Have students color
and label adrawing of the Earth’ s climate zones as you do this.

If you are doing this near Halloween have students use pumpkins to
represent the Earth and draw on the pumpkin the major lines of latitude and
longitude asyou introduce them. Havethem color each temperature zonea
different color toindicatewhereitishot, temperate, or cold. Youcanalso
use large rubber ballsfor this.

Thereis agood book, with arap tape, titled “L earn with Rap
Geography” by PatriciaMurphy for the“musical” students. The book has
several black line masters that can be used along with the tape.

The MAISD has an excellent seriesof videos (MAP SKILLIS FOR
BEGINNERS) that will help your “visual” students|earn about geography.

Have students write in their reflection journals.

At this point you
may want to give a
quiz on the lines of
latitude and
longitude.

Day 9
Review the lines of |atitude and have the students find the line of
latitude for your city and fill it in on their mind map.

Now review |longitude by having students label, on a drawing of the
Earth, themajor lines of longitude, Prime Meridian and I nternational
DateLine.

Next, talk about longitude determining time zones, approximately every
15 degreesin an hour. Have studentsfind timezonesonamap. Givethem
several cities and ask them to calculate the difference in time. Use the
“Learnwith Rap Geography” tapeto help the“auditory” and “musical”
learners.

Have the students add these lines to their pumpkin or ball.

Next have them add the longitude of your city to their mind map.
Students should write in their refection journals.

MAT.II.2MS.1

SOC.II.1.LE.2 & MS.3

MAT.IIL.ILE 2&
MS.2

ELA.7.LE.3& MS.3




Day 10

Practice finding cities by using longitude and latitude on aworksheet.
Y ou can practice by having students come up to awall map and finding a
location. Y ou can also do this by dividing the classinto teams and having
them compete.

MAT.I1.2MS.1

Day 11 Assessthe depth of knowledge the students have for absolute
location by giving them aquiz on the major lines of |atitude and longitude
and by locating cities on a map.

MAT.I1.2MS.1

A sampletestisin
Appendix E.

Day 12 Review human/environment interaction (HEI) by showing the
video THE LORAX by Dr. Seuss, then have students fill out the
responsible choices/decisions matrix for the Lorax’ sinteraction with the
environment. Discuss as a class.

Next, have pairs of students use a newspaper to find stories (both
positive and negative) that show HEI. Students must write down what the
interaction isin each article. Have each pair explain their stories and
reasons for selecting the stories to another group, to seeif they agree.

SCI.V.1.MS.5
SOC.11.2.MS.5

Day 13

Show the 12 minutes videoGREEN GOLD: MICHIGAN FOREST
HISTORY (thereisalso abooklet for studentsto go along with the video)
and refer back to the lumber eraon the poster. Discuss why Muskegon is
located whereitis. (natural resources). There are two other very good
video THE MIRACLE RESOURCE and THE DYNAMIC FOREST.

The Michigan Geographic Alliance also has wonderful forestry

materials available to teachers.

As homewor k have students ask their parents for examples of
human/environment interaction in their town. Y ou may want to send home
acopy of the five themes vocabulary. Copy in Appendix F

Students should write in their refection journals

SOC.II.1.LE.3& MS3

ELA.7.LE.3& MS3

Day 14 Compileaclasslist of the human/environment interaction from
their homework. Discusseach asyou put them onthe board to seeif other
students agree with them. As a hands-on activity have students cut out
examples of human/ environment interaction from magazines.

Then have students fill in the HEI section of their town for their five
themes mind map.

Writein reflection journals

SCI.V.1.MS5
SOC.11.2.MS.5

MAT.II.1ILE.2 & MS.2
ELA.7.LE.3& MS.3

Day 15 Reviewthe physical featuresof aplace (thisincludeslandforms,
bodies of water, climate, plants and animals) by having students draw and

SOC.11.4.LE.5




label physical features. (mountains, lakes, continents, rivers, island,
isthmus, peninsula, etc..)

To discuss the physical features of Western Michigan us the book
DISCOVERING GREAT LAKES DUNES.

Use the DNR publication MICHIGAN HARBORS GUIDE to talk
about the physical features of Muskegon and Michigan. Again, ask your
students why Muskegon islocated whereit is.

Students need to add the physical features of your city to theirmind
map.

Write in reflection journal s

SCIV.1.E1& MS1

MAT.II.1ILE.2 & MS.2

ELA.7.LE.3& MS.3

Day 16

Review the human char acteristics of aplace (thisincludes roads,
bridges, buildings, culture, language, etc.). Do this by showing what the
students have in common.

Ask all students who speak English to stand up.

Ask all students who celebrate the Fourth of July to sit down.

Ask all students that go to school to stand up.

Ask all students who own or want to own a pair of sports shoes (i.e.

tennis, running, etc) to sit down.

Ask all students that have on or have worn jeans to stand up.

Ask all studentsthat live in a house to sit down.

This shows the similarities that the people of a place have in common.
Discuss culture differences and that not all places are alike. What
makes up aculture arethe peoplesbeliefs, customs, language, history, etc.
Also discuss how humans adapt to, depend on, and modify their place.

Write in reflection journals.

SOC.II.1.LE.1& MS.1

ELA.7.LE.3& MS3

Day 17 & 18 &19

Have students find pictures or make a drawing of items that can be
found in their bedroom or homethat define whattheir placeislike. Have
students explain them to the class.

Next, use your local newspaper and have students cut out ads that show
the culture of your town and explain what i t represents. Thiscan be Pizza
Hut, because most people like pizza; NIKE shoe add, etc.

Students should add the human featur es of your town to their five
themes mind map, and should write in their reflection journals.

MAT.II.1ILE.2 & MS.2
ELA.7.LE.3& MS3




Day 20

Review movement - how goods, people and ideas move from one place
to another.

Toillustrate movement have the students ook at the tags on their shirts
or blouses and see where they were made. Make alist on the board.

Next, give each student a chocolate chip cookie, and have them look up
were the ingredients came from. Appendix K

Students need to add to their five themes mind map how goods, people,
and ideas move in and out of their city.

Write in reflection journals.
Day 21

Takeawalking field trip in the areaaround your school to see which of
thethemes of geography that the students notice. Debrief whenyou return.

Students should write in their reflection journals.

SOC.I1.4LE.3 & MS.3

MAT.II.1ILE.2 & MS.2

ELA.7.LE.3& MS.3

ELA.7.LE.3& MS.3

Day 23

Review regions with your students. Remember to explain that aplace
can be part of morethan oneregion. Regions are areas with likefeatures,
they can be geographic, economic, statistical, etc.

Using the mapsin appendix Pto compare Michigan’ svegetation prior
to European settlement with the current vegetation. Then ask studentsto
focus on the Muskegon County region of Michigan and ask them to
compare just this area of the map.

Ask students to think about thisin reference to FOCUS question #2 —
What impact have human choices had on the environment? Then have
them fill intheir responsible choiceschart. After they have donethishave
students write about Focus question two, using their chart astheir outline
for writing.

Day 24

Activity: Have students make aregional sweatshirt. APPENDIX L

Studentsshouldfill inthe characteristics of theregiontheir city isinand
add thisto their five themes mind map.

Write in reflection journal.

SOC.II.4LE.2& MS.2

MAT.II.1ILE.2 & MS.2

ELA.7.LE.3& MS.3

Day 25

Asafinal activity have students make alarge picture poster of the five
themes of geography of your city. Students should use the mind map of
thefivethemesthat they have been making to help them with their poster.
Students should find pictures of theitems on their mind map of their city.

MAT.II.1ILE.2 & MS.2

SOC.V.1.LE.1& MS.2




If astudent isagood artist he/she can draw his/her pictures. Tell students
that they will have to explain their poster to the class.

Day 26

Student presentations of their five themes posters.

ELA3.LE.1& MS1

Day 27
It istime for assessment, however beforeyou do thisreview with the

students. Review by playing an altered version of Michigan Jeopardy. A

copy of Michigan Jeopardy isincluded in Appendix O.

1. Dividethe classinto groups.

2. Then ask one group at atime aquestion - students must answer the

guestion (one point),

3. Andtell which of thefivethemes of geography the questions was about
(one point), and explain why it fit that theme (one point).

4. Becausethethemesoverlap allow the group to getan additional point,
by identifying and explaining another theme that the question fits. If
this group cannot identify another theme you may allow other groups
the opportunity to answer the question.

Day 28 To assess the depth
Assessment for depth of knowledge of the themes of geography. of knowledge of the
themes of
geography, you can
give a paper and

pencil test. Or you
can have students
identify each item
on their mind map
and explain its
connection to the
five themes of

geography .




Day 29,30 & 31

Pass o ut the placemat size copies of the Muskegon history poster ,and
ask studentsindividually or in small groupsto reexaminethe poster and see
if they can find any additional answersto thethree focus questions.

Have groups of two or three students make a timeline for Muskegon
using the poster (which is divided into centuries). On the timeline they
should include what happened in Muskegon in each century. They can use
the information that they wrote down in previous activities to help them.
They should use alarge sheet of poster board for their timelines.

After students have used the poster to begin, they can go to the internet
toresearch and seeif they can find additional information. One source of
information isthe archivesrecord for theMuskegon Chronicle, thiscanbe
found on the internet. Also theCD Rom disc MULTIMEDIA
MICHIGAN isanother source. ThelSD’ s should haveacopy of thisCD.

Students should write in their reflection journal.

SOC.I.L1.LE1& MS1

SOC.I.2.LE.1 &2 and
MS.1

TECH.2

ELA.7.LE.3& MS.3

Day 32

Atthispoint (earlier if you deemit necessary) test your studentsonthe
vocabulary. Itisbeneficial that students understand the vocabulary. You
have worked with it enough that they should be familiar withit. Still you
may want to review with them. Run off copies of the vocabulary and the
definitions (usethe sheet in Appendix F) cut each sheet so that the words
and definitions are separate, then have studentstry to match the vocabulary
with the definition.

Or, play theflyswatter game - dividethe classinto two groups and have
them compete against each other. (1)Writeall the vocabulary wordsonthe
board or an overhead and (2) give each team a flyswatter. (3)Ask one
member of each team to go up to the board with the team flyswatter, and
(4) asyou read adefinition they areto lightly hit the correct word with the
flyswatter. Only the board isto be tapped with the flyswatter, not people.
The team with the most correct answerswins. Y ou will haveto do several
rounds with the words in order to give everyone a chance to participate.




Day 33
Quiz on vocabulary

Vocabulary quiz

Day 34 and 35
Thisisan excellent timeto tiein economic conceptsand vocabulary.
AsK students to think about:

1. What they included on their timelines and how humans have
interacted with the environment in Muskegon.

2. What types of jobswere created by man’ sinteraction with the
environment. Thiswill include jobs:
A. directlyrelatedtothe interaction (natural resour ces—
lumber jacks), jobs created
B. productsproduced asaresult of theinteraction
(intermediate goods — saw mills- lumber)
C. finished products(goodsfor sale—furniture—furniture
makers).
D. created asaresult of humans(workers) living in
an area (construction, retail stores, power plants, etc.)
Have students use the production model sheet (APPENDIX N )to
help organize their information.

Revi ew the terms natural resources, intermediate goods, human
resources, capital resource, production, distribution, opportunity cost.
Appendix M

Day 36
Introduce newspapers and magazines with anewspaper search. Thisisa
fun way for studentsto becomefamiliar with newspapers. | have attached
acopy of a newspaper search. (Appendix G)
Students should writein thereflectionsjournal.

SOC.IV.2LE3 & MS4




Day 37

Have students read the article HOW TO READ A NEWSPAPER by
Walter Chronkite (a copy is attached).

ACTIVITY: Teach outlining by outlining this article. Itiseasy to read
and understand. It isalso very easy to outline.

Divide the classinto groups and have each group read one section and
find the main points of their section. Then have the groups share their
information. As each group shares the other groups should be writing
down the information.

Introducetheter minology of newspapers: headline, lead, by-line,
dateline, and credit (Appendix H).

Day 38
Have students find the 5 W’s and H in the lead of a newspaper story.
Y ou may want to do one with them first (Appendix I).

Invite your local Newspaper In Education person ( in Muskegon it is
Marty Matson) to come to your school and do a presentation on
newspapers.

FIELD TRIP: Thenif possible take your students to tour a newspaper.

Day 39

Give pairs of students copies of the National Geographic Magazine to
examine. Ask students to select one article to read, and then have them
write down all elements that they noticed in the article (i.e. headline,
pictures, subheads, etc.).

Ask each pair for one element that they noticed in the article. Makea
list ontheboard or an overhead. Have students copy down all the elements
that appeared in more than one article. Also, discussthe differencesthat
they found between a newspaper article and a news or informational
magazine article

ELAL1LE1& MS1

ELA3.LE.7 & MS.7




Day 40
Ask each student or pairsof studentsto write an article about your room,
school, or their room at home that includes all of these elements. They
may need to draw pictures for their article.
The purposefor thisisnot for agrade, but rather for studentsto practice
writing the type of article that they will need to write for their final
performance demonstration.

ELA3.LE.7 & MS.7

Day 41
Ask for volunteersto sharetheir articles and ask the classto seeif they
can find all of the required elementsin each story.

Day 42-47
Final assessment

Give studentsthe chanceto select the place (region, or city) intheworld
that they would like to write about for their final assessment. Depending
on what you teach, you may want to limit the areato Michigan, the U.S,,
Western Hemisphere, or Eastern Hemisphere.

Allow time for research —approximately 2-3 days. Then allow students
to prepare their presentation

Aswe are doing thisunit my studentswill be going to our Hyper Studio
lab to learn how to use this software program.

SOC.I1.1
SOC.I1.2
TEC.2

ELA.3.LE1& MS.1
ELA.6.LE.2 & MS.2
ELA.6.LE4 & MS4

If you do not have alab like this and you do have Hyper Studio, you will
want to be training your students as you do this unit.

If you do not have Hyper Studio you may want your students to do
internet research and get pictures off the internet to usein their
presentations.

Day 48
Presentations

Day 49 and Day 50
Review for and give a paper and pencil assessment.

Paper and pencil
assessment




Section |11
Sources/Texts
DISCOVERING GREAT LAKES DUNES: This can be purchased at Hoffmaster State Park.

GREEN GOLD: MICHIGAN FOREST HISTORY video, 12 minutes: The Michigan Forest Foundation, 1558 Barrington, Ann Arbor, M| 48103
Michi gan Geographic Alliance, 294 Dow Science Building, Central Michigan University, Mt. Pleasant, M| 48859

MICHIGAN HARBORS GUIDE: www.dnr.state.mi.us

Murphy, Pat: LEARN WITH RAP GEOGRAPHY, People are People, Inc. 1996
(For information call Ms. Murphy at (517) 351-9352)

THE MIRACLE RESOURCE and THE DY NAMIC FOREST videos, 15 & 20 minutesin length: Temperate Forest Foundation, 14780 S.W.
Osprey Drive, Suite 355, Beaverton, Oregon 97007, (503) 579-6762, fax (503) 579-0300.



PERFORMANCE DEMONSTRATION
As ateam of freelance geographic reporters you have decided to write an article on how natural resources help to define

an area to be
published in the Nationa Geographic Society Magazine. Due to the limited space available in the upcoming issue the
publishers of the magazine can only accept one more article for thisissue. So, you decide to dazzle the publishers by turning
your article into a HyperStudio presentation.
After your initial discussion with the publishers you learn that you must include the following items in your article.
1. A country or region in the Western Hemisphere.
2. Describe the natural and human features of the country or region.
3. Describe the natura resources found in that country or region.
4. Explain how the natural resources helped define the country or region.
5. Include pictures, with captions, of the country and region that show the natural resources, natural features,
and human feature of this area.
6. One picture that shows how the natural resources helped to define the area. This must include a caption
that explains how the resourced defined the area.
The publishers will give you one week to write your article so that you will meet their monthly deadline for publication.
Y ou know you can do this because you are great writers, researchers, and geographers.
Y ou were aso told that the producers will be judging your article on three focus aress:
1. Accurate and complete content
2. Accurate photographs (pictures) with well written captions
3. Complete and well constructed sentences and paragraphs.




RUBRIC FOR FINAL PERFORMANCE DEMONSTRATION Presentation
Content Sentence Structure

Well organized with a minimum Accurate descriptions of the human Complete and well

of 4 sections (with 4 cards and at and natural features, natural resources, constructed sentences and
4 1 picture per section) and amin. and an explanation of how the natural paragraphs.

of 4 animations in the presentation. resources helped to define the region.

Wl organized with 3 sectionswith ~ Accurate descriptions of the human Complete and well

4 cards 3 and at least 1 picture and natural features, natural resources, constructed sentences
3 per section, and 4 animationsinthe  and agood explanation of how the  and paragraphs.

presentation.

natural resources helped to define the
region.

3 Sections with cards 2 and at least
1 picture per section, and some
2 animation in the presentation.

Accurate descriptions of the human
and natural features, natural resources,
and an explanation of how the
natural resources helped to define
the region

Compl ete sentences and
paragraphs.

3 sections, with multiple
1 cardsand pictures, some

animation in the

presentation.

Good descriptions of the human
and natural features, natural resources,
of the region.

Compl ete sentences




Section |V

TIMELINE/CALENDAR

Month: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Introduce unit and Find examples of five L ook for examples of L ook for impact human Determine what are
determine background themes of geography in Focus questionsin poster choices have had on the negative and positive

WEEK: One knowledge Activity and Muskegon history poster. environment. choices.
video
Mind map of 5 themes Introduce absolute location | latitude activity Introduce longitude and the | Practice longitude and
and introduce relative And mgjor lines of latitude major lines of longitude. latitude.

WEEK: Two location
Location test Introduce human Show video GREEN HEI activity Introduce place and

/environment interaction GOLD:MICHIGAN physical characteristics of

WEEK: Three (HEI) and show video FOREST HISTORY and place and vocabulary

THE LORAX discuss natural resources
Introduce human Activity for place Activity for place Newspaper activity for Introduce movement and

WEEK: Four characteristics of place - place do chocolate chip cookie
activity activity
Five themes of geography | Introduce regions and do Focus question 2 activity Regional sweatshirt Final activity for five

WEEK: Five walking field trip map comparison activity activity themes of geography
Presentations of five Michigan Jeopardy review | Assessment Reexamine Muskegon Timeline

WEEK: Six themes poster history poster and use with

focus questions
Internet activity Vocabulary review Vocabulary test Economicstie activity and | Continue Thursday’s

WEEK: Seven introduce vocabulary activity
Introduce newspapersand | Vocabulary Newspaper activity Fiddtrip National Geographic

WEEK: Eight magazines How to read a newspaper Visit by NIE person Magazine activity
Newspaper search activity | activity and outlining
Writing activity Writing activity continued | Begin final assessment Final assessment Final assessment

WEEK: Nine
Final assessment Final assessment Presentations Review for paper and Paper and pencil

WEEK: Ten pencil assessment assessment




